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similar  functions  are  marked  thus- - X 

States  having  provision  for  financial  assistance  to 
"blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher 
learning  are  marked  thus - V 
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NOTES  OH  WORK  FOB  THE  BLIND  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


STATISTICS 


In  the  League  of  Nations  Report-1 9 29- the  number  of  blind  persons  in 
the  United  States  is  given  as  52,567,  or  49  per  hundred  thousand,  as  against 
119  per  hundred  thousand  in  England  and  Wales.  The  figures  were  taken  from 
the  Census  of  1920,  and  must  be  accepted  with  that  caution  which  has  always  to 
be  shown  towards  census  figures.  The  definition  of  blindness  accepted  was 
“any  person  who  cannot  see  to  read  even  with  the  aid  of  glasses. " 

It  is  stated  in  the  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  published  in 
1923,  that  the  number  is  probably  an  under-statement  by  about  22,000,  so  far 
as  totally  blind  persons  are  concerned. 

Estimates  made  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  in  1930, 
indicate  that  the  number  of  blind  and  near  blind  persons  in  the  United  States 
is  probably  about  114,000* 

CAUSES  OF  BLINDNESS 

Dr.  Best,  in  his  book  nThe  Blind”  (1919.)  deals  at  some  length  with 
the  causes  of  blindness  in  U.S.A.  He  states  that  2/5v  is  due  to  disease,  of 
which  3/4  are  specific  affections  of  the  eye,  and  l/4-  diseases  of  a  general 
nature.  In  addition  he  is  of  opinion  that  where  the  cause  is  returned  as 
“unknown”,  a  large  part  should  come  under  the  heading  of  disease,  so  that 
“we  have  probably  not  far  from  four-fifths  of  blindness  attributable  to  disease.” 
Accidents  are  responsible  for  about  l/8\  of  the  causes  of  blindness. 

The  U. S.  Census  of  1920  showed  54.4$  of  blindness  due  to  desease, 
of  which  about  7/ 10  are  specific  affections  of  the  eye  and  about  z/lO  diseases 
of  a  general  nature.  (See  “The  Blind  Population  of  the  United  States,  1920 
p.  116-117.)  Accidents  are  responsible  for  about  l/ 6  of  the  causes  of  blindness, 

(a)  SPECIFIC  AFFECTIONS.  1.  Cataract 

2.  Optic  atrophy 

3.  Glaucoma 

4.  Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

5.  Trachoma 

6.  Corneal  ulcer 


. 

« 

■ 


36 


\ 


\  t 


■ 


&Z  }'  ' 


. 


•  ’ 


” 


' 


UJ  .uU 

' 

.  .  . 

' 


•*.  / 


,  • 


v, 


ay  <s 


v-. 


.  I*"  ■  W  » .. 

, 

•  •...•  .  /  •/ 
*v':'  ' 


- 


'  ti  ‘  '' 


■  .  .  t&  . 


V 

‘ 


. 


■  S’!< 


✓ 


2 


(b)  GENERAL  DISEASES 


(c)  ACCIDENTS 
PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS 


1,  Measles 

2.  Meningitis 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

4,  Smallpox- 


According  to  Dr.  Best,  with  improved  sanitation  and  greater  medical 
knowledge  we  should  he  able  to  avoid  nearly  all  blindness,  and  even  now  there 
is  much  preventable  blindness  from  smallpox,,  measles,  venereal  disease, 
trachoma,  conjunctivitis,  eye  accidents* etc. ... ”64$  of  the  blindness  in  the 
United  States  is  of  a  preventable  character, n 

The  movement  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  owes  its  origin  to  a 
large  extent  to  the  prevalence  of  infantile  ophthalmia,  and  was  only  later 
extended  to  the  prevention  of  such  diseases  as  trachoma,  and  to  the  avoidance 
of  accidents  in  industry, 

1887  Committee  appointed  by  the  New  York  Medical  Society  to  investigate 

blindness  as  caused  by  infantile  ophthalmia. 

1S10  American  Association  for  the  Conservation  of  Vision  organised, 

1913  New  York  State  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  set  up, 

I 

1915  Above  two  bodies  merged  as  the  National  Committee  for  the  Prevention 

of  Blindness,  now  known  as  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness, 

Functions  of  the  Society.-  1,  To  ascertain  the  causes  of  blindness 

2.  To  advocate  measures  which  may  eliminate  such 
causes 

3.  To  disseminate  knowledge  relating  to  the  care  and 
proper  use  of  the  eyes. 

Its  main  activities  are  as  follows. - 

1,  Campaign  against  infantile  ophthalmia 

2,  Prevention  of  blindness  among  pre-school  children 

3,  Care  of  the  eyes  of  the  school  child 

4,  Campaign  against  trachoma 

5,  Elimination  of  eye  hazards  in  industry 

6,  Propaganda  by  means  of  lectures,  leaflets*  etc. 

EDUCATION 

Education  for  the  blind  child  is  offered  in  practically  every  one  of 
the  States,  while  in  many  it  is  conpulsory;  in  1930,  out  of  48  States,  38  (and 
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also  the  District  of  Columbia),  had  compulsory  education*  The  States  which  do 
not  have  compulsory  education  laws  are  Alabama,  Florida,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Maine,  Missouri,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire,  South  Carolina  and  Wyoming* 

Thirteen  of  the  States  make  provision  for  “blind  children  prior  to 
school  age,  a  very  large  number  of  the  States  have  sight-saving  classes,  and 
16  states  have  special  laws  providing  assistance  for  blind  students  in 
institutions  of  higher  learning.  In  several  other  states,  similar  assistance 
can  be  secured  for  such  students  although  no  special  law  exists. 

INDUSTRIAL  TRAINING 

As  the  blind  child  in  the  States  may  remain  at  school  till  he  is  19 
or  20,  vocational  training  is  given  in  the  schools,  and  the  usual  trades  are 
taught,  such  as  basket-making,  brush -making,  chair-seating,  piano  tuning, 
mattress-making,  etc* 

WORKSHOPS 

There  are  about  50  workshops  in  the  U.  S»A.  where  the  usual  trades 
are  practised,  and  wages  paid  generally  on  a  piece  work  basis*  In  some  cases, 
where  wages  paid  do  not  reach  a  high  level,  a  scheme  for  the  augmentation  of 
wages  operates. 

PLACEMENT 

Local  and  state  organizations  employ  special  agents  whose  function 
it  is  to  find  employment  for  the  blind  in  competitive  industry  whenever  possible. 
THE  UNEMPLOYABLE  BLIND 

In  many  of  the  American  states,  pensions  are  granted  to  the  blind  who 
are  not  able  to  support  themselves  and  have  no  relatives  available  for  the 
responsibility. 

Homes  also  exist  for  the  aged,  mostly  run  by  private  charity  but 

usually  open  to  State  inspection. 

Organised  Home  Teaching  and  Visiting  of  the  Blind  began  in 
Pennsylvania  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  and  has  spread  into  most  of  the  States, 
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and  especially  into  those  where  State  Commissions  have  "been  set  up  to  deal 
with  the  general  welfare  of  the  blind. 

NOTES  OH  THE  CARE  OF  THE  BLIND  1ST  VARIOUS  STATES. 

NEW  ENGLAND  STATES 

CONNECTICUT. 

1830  (Approx.)  On©  of  the  earliest  public  enquiries  made  into  the  number  of 
blind  persons  in  the  state. 

'  \ 

1832  School  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Boston,  (Mass.)  which  was  later 

known  as  the  Perkins  Institution.  Connecticut  took  advantage  of  this  school  to 
provide  teaching  for  its  blind  children. 

1893  Board  of  Education  set  up  in  the  State,  primarily  to  provide 

a  Home  Teaching  service.  This  deals  with  the  supervision  of  the  education 
given  to  both  children  and  adults. 

9 

Very  large  private  benefactions  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  towards  the  education  of  the  blind  in  Connecticut.  Education  is  both 
free  and  compulsory,  and  help  towards  maintenance  may  be  given.  Every  blind 
male  over  18  who  is  receiving  training  may  continue  this  for  three  years  at 
the  expense  of  the  state,  and  help  towards  tools  and  material  may  be  given  at 
the  end  of  training. 

1921  State  Board  of  Education  authorised  to  give  money  help  not 

exceeding  30  dollars  per  month  to  necessitous  blind  persons. 

Principal  Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Connecticut. 

Connecticut  Institute  for  the  Blind.  With  Nursery  department, 
School  for  boys  and  girls,  and  Workshop  for  both  sexes. 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Blind,  Hartford,  promotes  general 
welfare  of  the  blind  by  Home  Teaching,  placement,  relief,  etc. 

MAINE. 


1834 


Maine  decided  to  make  use  of  the  school  started  at  Boston, 


«  1 


' 


■  :/  3  : 

" 

’ 

" 


» 


/ 


5 


and  later  known  as  the  Perkins  Institution*  Maine  has  no  blind  school  of  its 
own,  so  uses  those  outside  the  state.  The  responsibility  for  making  necessary 
arrangements  rests  with  the  State  Board  of  Education,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Governor. 

1907  Workshop  opened  at  Portland,  known  as  the  Maine  Institution  for 

the  Blind — a  voluntary  organisation,  hut  generously  subsidised  by  the  State, 

1915  Pension  Law  enacted  by  the  state,  and  amended  1917,  1921,  I927 

and  1929,  The  law  is  permissive  and  controlled  by  the  Governor  and  Council, 

The  maximum  amount  payable  to  a  blind  person  is  300  dollars  per  annum,  and 
a  residential  qualification  is  laid  down. 

Home  teaching  and  the  distribution  of  Library  books  is  controlled 
by  the  workshop  management. 

An  account  of  the  working  of  Blind  Relief  laws  in  Maine  is 
given  in  Blind  Relief  Laws  (American  Foundation  for  the  Blind)  pp.  67-75* 
Principal  Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Maine. 

Maine  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Portland.  Trade  and  residential  institution 
for  the  training  of  the  blind.  Usual  trades  tau$it.  About  60  men  and  women 
accomodat  ed. 

Relief  for  the  needy  Blind.  (See  above) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

1829  Meeting  held  in  Boston,  to  consider  the  question  of  the  education 
of  blind  children,  which  led  to  the  foundation  of  the  Perkins  Institution,  under 
Dr.  Samuel  Howe. 

1830  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  made  a  grant  of  1500  dollars  for  the 
purpose  of  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  a  further  grant  four  times  larger 

in  the  following  year. 

1832  Perkins  Institution  opened,  a  private  organisation,  but  in 

receipt  of  state  grants. 

Education  is  compulsory,  and  no  child  may  be  excused  by  ^physical  or  mental 
condition. n 
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1901  Boston  Nursery  for  Blind  Babies  opened* 

1899  State  Board  of  Education  authorised  to  enquire  into  the 
possibility  of  teaching  the  adult  blind  in  their  own  homes* 

1900  An  appropriation  made  for  this  work  which  was  entrusted  to  the 
Perkins  Institution* 

1916  Home  Teaching  service  transferred  to  the  State  Commission* 

1905  Home  for  Blind  Women  opened  at  Worcester* 

Workshop  -provision 

1840  Employment  department  for  chair-caning  and  mattress-making 

opened  at  Perkins  Institution;  the  department  has  remained  open  ever  since* 

1863  Laundry  opened  for  women,  but  proved  a  failure  and  closed  down* 

With  the  exception  of  the  workshop  attached  to  the  Perkins  Institution,  the 
workshops  in  Mass*  are  under  the  control  of  the  State  Commission* 

1903  First  association  for  the  blind  founded  in  Massachusetts* 

1906  Permanent  Commission  for  the  blind  set  up  with  the  following 
duties- 

Registration  of  the  blind  in  the  state. 

Establishment  of  bureau  of  information  and  industrial  aid. 
Establishment  of  schools  and  workshops* 

Provision  of  sight  saving  classes* 

Measures  for  prevention  of  blindness. 

Home  Teaching  and  provision  of  books. 

Temporary  assistance  in  needy  cases  when  required*  Help  not  to  be 
permanent* 

Principal  Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Massachusetts* 

Division  of  the  Blind-  Boston  (See  above) 

Perkins  Inst i tut ion-Watert own.  Accomodation  for  about  280  resident 
pupils. 

Perkins  Institution  Workshop-20  workers-South  Boston 
Worcester  County  Association  for  the  Blind.  To  better  the  lot  of 
the  blind  in  their  own  homes. 

Mass.  Association  for  Promoting  the  Interests  of  the  Adult  Blind- 
This  Association  was  influential  in  creating  the  State 
Commission,  now  known  as  the  Division  of  the  Blind, 

Howe  Memorial  Press,  Perkins  Institution,-Watertown?-books  and 
appliances. 

Jennie  A.  Partridge  House,  Worcester-Provides  home  for  blind  women. 
Annette  P.  Rogers  House,  Boston-  social  center  for  blind  men  and 
temporary  home. 
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The  Wool  son  House,  Cambridge-  shop  for  blind  women-temporary  home  for 
small  group  of  women* 

Annie  E.  Fisher  House,  Boston-  boarding  home  for  small  number  of 
working  women,  one  half  of  whom  should  be  blind. 

Hursery  for  Blind  Babies,  Boston.  (See  national  Agencies) 

Perkins  Institution  Braille  Library- serves  the  Hew  England  States. 
Hational  Braille  Press,  Inc.,  Boston.  (See  national  Agencies) 

HEW  HAMPSHIRE 

1819  Census  taken  of  the  blind. 

1832  Hew  Hampshire  decided  to  itself  of  the  opening  of  the  Perkins 

Institution  for  the  education  of  its  children.  Children  in  this  State  are  sent 
to  this  Institution  as  there  is  no  school  within  its  own  borders.  The  Governor 
and  Council  control  the  education  of  the  blind. 

Home  Teaching  of  adults  is  provided  under  the  State  Commission. 

Pensions. 

1915  Pension  Laws  enacted,  and  amended  2  years  later.  Pension  amounts 

to  150  dollars  per  annum,  and  there  is  a  residential  qualification;  it  is 
given  to  those  nunable  to  provide  the  necessaries  of  life.ff 

1913  Hew  Hampshire  authorised  its  Board  of  Charities  to  act  as  Commission 
for  the  Blind.  Activities  of  the  Commission- 

1.  .  Registration. 

2.  Bureau  of  information  and  advice. 

3.  Circulation  of  books. 

4.  Home  Teaching. 

5.  Bureau  of  industrial  aid. 

6.  Assistance  in  finding  employment. 

7.  Provision  of  tools  and  material. 

8.  Temporary  relief. 

9.  Provision  of  Industrial  training. 

The  Board  of  Charities  has  now  been  superseded  by  the  State  Board  of  Public 
Welfare*  which  carries  out  the  duties  specified  above. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Hew  Hampshire. 

1.  State  Board  of  Public  Welfare,  31ind  Division-Concord. 

2.  Relief  for  the  Heedy  Blind. 

3.  John  Hesmith  Fund-a  private  bequest  for  the  blind. 

RHODE  ISLAND 

1845  Arrangements  made  for  the  education  of  Rhode  Island  children  at 

Perkins  Institution.  There  is  no  School  for  the  Blind  in  the  State  itself, 
but  the  Governor,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Charities  makes  the 
necessary  arrangements;  this  arrangement  still  holds. 

Education  of  the  blind  is  compulsory. 

1904  State  Board  of  education  authorised  to  provide  Home  Teaching  and 

maintains  a  Salesroom  for  the  sale  of  work  by  the  blind. 
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1930  Ehode  Island  Bureau  for  the  Blind  established  (with  powers  of  a 

State  Commission)*  (For  functions  see  copy  of  law  enclosed*) 

Institutions  and  Agencies  and  Activities  in  Khode  Island, 

1*  Rhode  Island  Bureau  for  the  Blind,  Providence* 

2*  Ehode  Island  .Association  for  the  Blind;  maintains  a  shop  for  the 
sale  of  goods  made  by  the  blind. 

3*  Education  of  Blind  Infants  and  Other  Blind  Children*  Association 
to  arrange  for  the  care  of  small  children  under  school  age* 


1825  t  Enquiry  made  into  the  number  of  the  blind  in  the  State* 

1833  Vermont  agreed  to  make  use  of  the  Perkins  Institution,  for  the 

education  of  its  blind  children,  and  continued  to  do  so  till  1912>  when  an 
Institution  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf  was  opened  at  Brattleboro*  However,  in 
1917,  the  Blind  Department  in  this  school  was  given  up,  and  the  Governor  again 
reverted  to  the  old  plan  of  sending  Vermont  Children  to  the  Perkins  Institution. 

Education  is  compulsory  from  the  ages  of  5  to  18. 

1927  Department  of  Public  Welfare  authorised  to  set  up  certain  services 

for  the  blind  as  follows 

Be  gist rat ion* 

Bureau  of  information  and  industrial  aid. 

Home  Workers  Scheme. 

Home  teaching,  and  the  circulation  of  books. 

There  are  no  Institutions  for  the  blind  in  Vermont. 
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MIDDLE  ATLANTIC  STATES 


DISTRICT  OB  COLUMBIA 

1837  Department  for  blind  children  opened  at  Institution  for  the  Deaf 

in  Washington,  This  department  was  closed  in  1865  and  since  then  children 
have  been  sent  to  Maryland  for  education. 

1900  Columbia  Polytechnic  Institute  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Washington, 

Institutions  and  Agencies  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

1,  Columbia  Polytechnic  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Washington-trades 

taught  and  carried  on. 

2,  Department  for  the  Blind,  Library  of  Congress,  Washington.  (See 

National  Agencies) 

3.  National  Library  for  the  Blind,  Washington.  (See  National 

Agencies) 

4.  Henry  and  Annie  Hurt  Home  for  the  Blind,  Washington. 

DTffAWARTS 

1835  Arrangements  made-  which  have  continued  since  -  for  blind  children 

to  be  sent  to  schools  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  State  Commission  for  the 
Blind  has  charge  of  the  education  of  the  children.  Education  is  compulsory* 

1907  Law  enacted  providing  for  Home  Teaching,  which  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  State  Commission. 

1908  Workshop  started  at  Wilmington,  Delaware,  known  as  the  Industrial 
Exchange  for  the  Blind,  and  now  aided  by  the  Commission. 

1909  State  Commission  set  up,  which  can  give- 

1.  Instruction  to  the  adult  blind, 

2.  Help  to  the  indigent  blind  who  want  to  learn  a  trade, 

including  help  towards  maintenance. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Delaware. 

Delaware  Commission  for  the  Blind,  which  conducts  a  workshop. 

MARYLAND 

1837  Provision  made  for  the  children  in  this  state  to  be  sent  to  the 

School  for  the  Blind  at  Philadelphia,  which  had  been  opened  four  years  previously* 
under  Dr.  Priedlander. 

1853  School  opened  in  Maryland  under  private  auspices.  It  was  removed 

in  1912  to  Overlea,  a  suburb  of  Baltimore,  and  is  now  known  as  the  Maryland 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  is  practically  a  State  Institution, 

In  1872,  a  School  was  also  opened  for  the  colored  blind,  and  this 
too  is  now  at  Overlea.  Both  are  visited  by  State  Inspectors. 

Education  in  Maryland  is  compulsory.  The  school  has  been  largely 
helped  by  generous  benefactions. 
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1908  Public  shop  opened  in  Maryland,  with  Home  Teaching  as  one  of  its 

duties. 

Workshop  opened  in  Maryland  in  1858  and  enlarged  in  1874,  hut  was 
not  an  unqualified  success.  It  existed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Maryland  School 
for  the  Blind.  The  industrial  feature  was  abandoned  at  the  end  of  four  years. 

The  school  retained  an  industrial  department  until  1908. 

1908  Maryland  Workshop  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Baltimore;  it  is  connected 

with  the  school  and  State  controlled* 

1906  Temporary  Commission  set  up  to  enquire  into  condition  of  the  blind. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Maryland. 

1.  Maryland  School  for  the  Blind,  Overlea,  Baltimore.  Humber  of 

pupils  about  100. 

2.  Maryland  School  for  the  Blind,  Department  for  the  Colored  Blind 
and  Deaf,  Overlea,  Baltimore.  Humber  of  blind  and  deaf  children 
about  71. 

3.  Maryland  Workshop  for  the  Blind,  Baltimore.  Total  number  employed 

in  the  year  about  114. 

4.  Maryland  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  Baltimore. 

NEW  JERSEY 

1836  Children  from  the  State  sent  to  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  in 

Philadelphia.  Later  children  from  part  of  the  State  were  sent  to  the  Hew  York 
Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  in  Hew  York  City.  This  Policy  is  still 
pursued,  the  education  of  the  blind  being  dealt  with  by  a  special  board  for  the 
blind.  There  are,  however,  now  also  day  schools  in  Hewark  and  Jersey  City. 

There  is  a  Kindergarten  and  Hursery  School  for  the  Blind  at  Summit, 

Hew  Jersey  (opened  1910),  managed  by  the  International  Sunshine  Society. 

Provision  for  State  aid  to  blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher 

learning. 

1908  Home  teaching  made  one  of  the  functions  of  the  Commission  for  the 

Blind. 

1917  Blind  persons  employed  in  special  departments  of  an  industrial  plant 

for  the  making  of  electrical  appliances  at  Ampere-  one  of  the  earliest  attempts 
at  nplacementn  in  regular  industry. 

1908  Commission  for  the  Blind  set  up,  with  the  following  functions- 

1.  Keeping  of  register 

2.  Direction  of  education  of  the  children  in  the  state 

3.  Supply  of  tools  and  materials 

•4.  Marketing  of  goods  made  by  Home  workers 

5.  Prevention  of  blindness 

0.  Payment  of  pensions  up  to  300  dollars  per  annum  to  the 
necessitous  blind. 

There  are  two  interesting  features  in  the  New  Jersey  pensions  law. 


11. 


1.  That  prohibiting  the  payment  of  pensions  to  blind  persons 
marrying  other  blind  persons  after  the  passing  of  the  law. 

3.  Ho  Pensions  being  payable  to  persons  who  prior  to  loss  of 
sij^it  were  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  relief. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Hew  Jersey 

1.  Hew  Jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind  (detail  as  given  above). 

3.  St.  Joseph’s  Home  for  the  Blind  (men  and  women),  Jersey  City* 

This  is  a  permanent  home,  where  the  inmates  are  usually 
employed  at  the  blind  rates.  It  takes  60  men,  75  women, 

35  boys  and  30  girls. 

HEH  YORK 

1833  Hew  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind  opened  as  a  private 
enterprise  under  Dr.  John  Buss. 

1834  State  Grants  first  made  to  the  above  Institution,  and  these  have 
continued  ever  since.  School  has  Governing  body  of  30  managers.  Is  generously 
provided  for  by  private  benefactions. 

1868  Hew  York  State  School  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Batavia. 

Both  schools  are  inspected  by  the  State  Department  of  Education  and  Charities. 

Education  is  compulsory. 

Homes  for  blind  children. 

Dyker  Heights  Home  for  Blind  Children,  Brooklyn 
Catholic  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Hew  York  City 
Hew  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind-  nThe  Pines”,  Yonkers. 

Home  Teaching  of  the  Blind  was  begun  by  a  private  association  in  1905 

1845  Industrial  department  started  by  the  Hew  York  Institute,  but  after 

some  years  it  had  to  give  up  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  marketing  the 
goods. 

Pensions 


1866  First  public  pension  scheme  for  the  TJ.  S.A.  started  in  Hew  York  City. 

Administration  placed  under  the  Department  of  Charities  in  1867  still  remains 
there.  Amount  not  to  exceed  300  dollars;  two  years  residence  required  for 
eligibility. 

1905  He?/  York  Association  (now  known  as  The  Lighthouse)  founded. 

1903  Temporary  State  Commission  set  up  for  the  investigation  of  the 

conditions  of  the  blind. 

1913  Commission  made  permanent.  Its  duties  are  as  follows- 

1.  Begistration 

3.  Maintenance  of  bureau  of  information  and  industrial  aid. 

3.  Establishment  of  training  schools  and  workshops,  and 

provision  of  maintenance  during  training  if  necessary. 
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4.  Payment  of  grants  fof  materials  and  tools, 

5.  Enquiry  into  causes  of  'blindness. 

6.  Promotion  of  Home  Visiting. 

1 922  State  Blind  Belief  Law  -passed.  (Does  not  apply  to  the  counties  which 

comprise  Hew  York  City) 

Pensions  are  given  not  exceeding  300  dollars 
Blind  persons  marrying  after  the  law  is  passed  are 

disqualified  (i.e.  if  a  blind  man  marries  a  blind  woman) 
Certain  residential  qualifications  must  be  fulfilled 

Homes.  Institutions,  and  Agencies  in  Hew  York 

Hew  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Hew  York  City.  Duties  detailed  above. 
Hew  York  Institute  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  Hew  York  City.  140  pupils. 

Hew  York  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Batavia,  H.Y.  180  pupils. 

Catholic  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Hew  York  City.  Education  and  training  of 
Catholic  blind  children.  About  35  pupils. 

Classes  for  the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools  -  Hew  York  City  and  Buffalo. 

Hew  York  Association  for  the  Blind  (The  Lighthouse).  Hew  York  City.  Very 
varied  and  important  activities. 

Albany  Association  for  the  Blind.  For  employment  of  blind  men  and  women. 
Blindcraft  Association,  Inc.,  Binghamton,  H.Y. 

Buffalo  Association  for  the  Blind.  For  employment. 

Community  Workers  of  the  Hew  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind.  Hew  York  City. 
Conducts  workshop  and  recreational  and  rehabilitation  work. 

Exchange  and  Training  School  for  the  Blind,  Brooklyn,  H.Y. -Conducts  workshop 
for  the  blind  and  home  teaching. 

Headquarters  for  the  Blind,  Department  of  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities- 
Conducts  workshop  for  blind  women. 

northern  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  Watertown,  H.Y. 

Eochester  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  Eochester. 

Southern  Tier  Association  for  the  Blind,  Elmira,  H.Y.  Workshop,  etc. 

Southwestern  Tier  Association  for  the  Blind,  Jamestown,  H.Y. 

Syracuse  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind,  -  Conducts  workshop. 

Tri-County  Association  for  the  Blind,  Glens  Falls,  H.Y. -Small  workshop  for  the 
blind,  and  conducts  work  in  the  homes. 

Utica  Association  for  the  Blind,  Utica,  H.Y. 

Hllnd  Industrial  Workers  Association  of  the  State  of  Hew  York,  3rooklyn- 
Ck>nducts  small  workshop. 
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Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  Home  and  training  center  for 
blind  men. 

Catholic  Center  for  the  Blind,  Her/  York  City-  Home  for  blind  school  and  working 
girls. 

Church  Home  for  the  Blind-  Hew  York  City  (Brooklyn)  -  Home  for  blind  women 

Home  for  Destitute  Blind,  Hew  York  City-  Home  for  100  blind  men  and  women 

Hew  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind-  HThe  Pines?  Yonkers,  N.Y.-  Home  for 
children,  men  and  women. 

Qaeensboro  Workers  for  and  with  the  Blind,  Richmond  Hill, -Home  for  blind  women. 
Resthaven,  Monroe,  H.Y.-  Vacation  home  for  blind  women, 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc, ,  Hew  York  City.  (See  Rational  Agencies. ) 

V 

American  3raille  Press.  (See  National  Agencies) 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  Hew  York  City.  (See  National 
Agencies) 

Team  Play  Lodge,  Suffern,  N.  Y.  -  Small  home  for  blind  girls 

Department  for  the  Blind,  New  York  State  Library,  Albany 

Department  for  the  Blind,  New  York  Public  Library,  Hew  York  City 

Hew  York  Bible  Society,  Department  for  the  Blind  -  Furnishes  scriptures  in 
raised  type. 

Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind,  Monsey,  N.  Y*  See  National  Agencies 
American  Bible  Society,  Department  for  the  Blind,  Hew  York  City 
State  aid  for  blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher  education. 

Xavier  Free  Publication  Society  for  the  Blind.  @ee  National  Agencies) 

Relief  for  the  Needy  Blind  -  not  exceeding  300  dollars. 

St.  Joseph*  s  Home  for  the  Blind,  Mt.  Loretto,  Staten  Island. 

PENNSYLVANIA 


Education 


1821  Enumeration  of  the  blind  made 

1833  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Philadel phi- 

opened,  under  the  principalship  of  Dr.  Friedlander.  Like  the  Schools  at  Boston 
and  New  York,  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  has  remained  private  in  character, 
but  is  inspected  by  the  State. 
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I89O  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  opened  at  Pittsburgh.  It  is  also  a 

private  enterprise,  but  State  aided  and  inspected. 

Education  is  compulsory  in  this  State. 

Education  of  Adults 

1882  Philadelphia  Home  Teaching  Society  and  Free  Library  founded.  This  is 
the  pioneer  society  for  Home  Teaching  in  the  States. 

Homes  for  the  Blind 

1868  Pennsylvania  Industrial  Home  for  Blind  Women  opened.  It  was  a 
private  venture. 

1874  Pennsylvania  Working  Home  for  Blind  Men  founded;  it  is  an  off-shoot 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  and  still  exists. 

1911  Shop  opened  for  sale  of  blind  goods. 

Pennsylvania  had  no  State  Commission,  when  Dr.  Best*§.  book  was 
written,  but  one  was  founded  in  1925 ,  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  Prevention  of  blindness. 

2.  To  promote  the  general  well-being  of  the  blind. 

3.  To  collect  information  about  the  blind. 

4.  To  refer  cases  of  distress  of  every  kind  to  the  proper 

agency  to  deal  with  it. 

The  Commission  is  known  as  the  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  and  is 
part  of  the  Department  of  Welfare,  located  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind 

State  Council  for  the  Blind,  Harrisburg. 

Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Overbrook-about 
•  *  .  290  pupils.  Also  small  day  school  in  Philadelphia  for  mentally 

deficient  blind  children. 

Western  Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind,  Pittsburgh-about  160  pupils. 

Royer-Greaves  School  for  the  Blind,  King  of  Prussia-a  small  private  school 
for  blind  children. 

St.  Maiy’s  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Lansdale-Catholic  school  for  blind  children. 
Class  for  the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools,  Johnstown. 

Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind,  Headquarters  at  Pittsburgh-has  13 

branches  in  various  counties  of  the  state  with  headquarters  in  following 
cities:  Allentown,  Altoona,  Beaver  Falls,  Bethlehem,  Harrisburg, 

Johnstown,  Lancaster,  Oil  City,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Reading, 

Scranton,  Wilkes-Barre;  conducts  workshops,  industrial  placement,  home 
employment,  recreational  activities,  prevention  of  blindness,  etc; 
supported  by  state  and  private  funds. 
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Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Salesroom  and 
Exchange  for  the  Blind,  Philadelphia-aids  the  "blind  in  securing 
remunerative  employment  and  in  Marketing  their  goods. 

Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society  and  Free  Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind 
of  Philadelphia.  First  Home  Teaching  Society  organized  in  America. 

Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  the  Aged  Blind,  Philadelphia-home  for  blind  men  and 
women. 

Home  for  the  Aged,  Infirm,  and  Blind  Leaf  of  Pennsylvania-Torresdale. 

Pennsylvania  Industrial  Home  for  Blind  Women,  Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania  Working  Home  for  Blind  Men,  Philadelphia.  Offers  employment  for 
blind  men. 

Department  for  the  Blind,  the  Free  Library  of  Philadelphia. 

Provision  for  state  aid  to  blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher  learning. 
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SOUTHERN  ATLANTIC  STATES 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

I85I  Department  for  the  education  of  blind  children  started  in  a  school 

for  the  deaf  at  North  Carolina.  In  1893*  a  separate  school  was  established  for 
the  white  deaf  and  the  original  school  continued  for  the  education  of  the  blind 
of  both  races  and  the  colored  deaf.  The  Institution  is  now  known  as  the  State 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  and  is  directed  by  a  Board,  with  supervision  ty 
the  State  department  of  education  and  charities.  Higher  education  is  given  by 
scholarship  to  those  who  can  profit. 

Education  of  the  blind  is  compulsory. 

There  is  no  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  nor  any  Blind  Relief 
Law  in  the  State. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  North  Carolina 

State  School  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf,  Raleigh,  N.  Carol ina-about  230  children. 
There  is  no  blind  workshop  at  present  in  the  State. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

1843  South  Carolina  made  provision  for  the  education  of  its  blind 

children  at  Perkins  Institution,  Massachusetts. 

1855  Department  for  the  blind  opened  in  the  School  for  the  Deaf- 

South  Carolina. 

Scholarships  for  the  blind  who  want  to  proceed  to  the  university 
are  granted  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

There  is  no  State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  or  Blind  Relief  Law 
in  the  State. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  South  Carolina 

State  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Cedar  Spring.  100  pupils. 

Association  for  the  Blind,  Columbia.  Workshop  where  blind  men  and  women  are 
trained  and  employed,  and  Home  Teaching  of  the  blind. 

FLORIDA 

1885  Florida  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  opened  at  St.  Augustine. 

It  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  State  Department  of  Education. 

There  is  no  Blind  Relief  Law  in  operation  in  this  State,  and 
no  wo  rkshap  ( 1 9  30 )  • 

State  Commission  authorised  but  not  yet  functioning  because  of 
lack  of  appropriation. 
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Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Florida 

State  Commission  for  the  Blind. 

State  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind.  Number  of  pupils  60. 


GEORGIA 

1846  State  school  for  the  Deaf  opened  at  Cave  Spring,  and  admitted  some 

blind  children. 

I85I  Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind  established  at  Macon.  Is  governed 

by  Trustees. 

No  State  Commission  and  no  Blind  Relief  Law  (1930)  ani  n0  workshops. 


Compulsory  school  attendance  law. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Georgia 

Georgia  Academy  for  the  Blind,  Macon. 

Classes  for  the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools,  Atlanta. 

VIRGINIA 

1839  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  established  at  Staunton,  and  governed 

by  Trustees. 

1910  School  for  Colored  Deaf  and  Blind  Children  opened  at  Newport  News. 

Both  are  visited  by  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections. 

Virginia  has  no  Blind  Relief  Law  (1930),  bat  it  has  a  State 

Commission  for  the  Blind,  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  Keeping  of  a  register  of  the  blind 

2.  Bureau  of  information  and  industrial  aid,  assisting  the 

blind  to  find  employment,  and  the  teaching  of 
home  industries 

3.  Prevention  of  blindness 

4.  Establishment  of  workshops  and  training  schools 

1 

Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Virginia 

1.  Virginia  Commission  for  the  Blind  (see  aoove) 

2.  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Staunton,-  About  SO  pupils. 

3.  Virginia  State  School  for  Colored  Blind  and  Deaf  Children,  Newport  News. 
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ILLINOIS 


NORTH  EASTERN  CENTRAL  STATES 


Education  is  compulsory. 

1848  Private  school  opened  at  Jacksonville  and  taken  over  by  the  State 

in  the  following  year.  Illinois  School  for  the  Blind  is  controlled  by  the 
department  of  public  welfare. 

1900  Classes  for  blind  children  opened  in  the  public  schools  of  Chicago 

operating  under  a  State  law. 

State  aid  for  blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher  learning. 
Education  of  adults 

1882  Women*  s  Club  in  Chicago  started  home  teaching  in  the  homes  of  the 

adult  blind  as  part  of  its  work.  In  1911  this  was  taken  over  by  the  State  as 
the  Division  of  Visitation  of  the  Ad-alt  Blind  which  has  powers  somewhat  similar 
to  those  of  a  Commission. 

Industrial  Training 

1887  Illinois  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Chicago. 

1911  Division  of  Visitation  of  the  Adult  Blind  (see  above)  empowered  to 

develop  11  such  occupations  as  will  tend  to  ameliorate  their  condition  and  make 
them  self-supporting*1 2 3 4 5 6. 

1903  County  pension  for  the  needy  blind  authorized. 

1915  Pension  bill  made  mandatory. 

1928  Pension  bill  amended  dividing  financial  burden  between  the  state 

and  county,  and  increasing  the  amount  from  $150  to  $3&5-  This  law  is  seriously 
criticised  by  the  author  of  “Blind  Relief  Laws"  (page  53)  as  open  to  a  good 
many  abuses,  and  discouraging  independence  among  the  blind. 

Trachoma  is  particularly  prevalent  in  the  southern  parts  of  Illinois. 
Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Illinois. 

1.  Division  of  Visitation  of  the  Adult  Blind,  Chicago.  Home  teaching  by  means 

of  traveling  teachers. 

2.  Illinois  School  for  the  Blind,  Jacksonville.  250  children.  Braille 

Printing  Department. 

3.  Illinois  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

4.  The  Lighthouse,  Chicago. 

5.  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  Chicago.  91  inmates. 

6.  Relief  for  the  Needy  Blind  (See  Above,  Blind  Relief  Laws) 
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7.  Classes  for  the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools,  Chicago. 

S.  Department  for  the  Blind,  Chicago  Public  Library,  Chicago. 

9.  Provision  for  State  assistance  to  blind  students  in  institutions  of 
higher  education. 


DID  IMA 


Education  for  the  blind  is  compulsory. 

ISU7  Indiana  School  for  the  Blind  founded  at  Indianapolis.  Prior  to 

this  children  in  the  State  had  been  sent  to  the  schools  in  Kentucky .  and  Ohio. 
Directed  by  Board  of  4  Trustees,  and  supervised  by  the  State.  Provision  is 
made  for  assisting  blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher  learning. 


Instruction  of  the  adult  blind  in  their  own  homes. is  undertaken 
through  the  State  Commission,  known  as  the  Board  of  Industrial  Aid. 

1899  Indiana  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Indianapolis  and 

adopted  by  the  State  in  1915* 


Board  of  Industrial  Aid  set  up  by  the  State,  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  Compilation  of  register  of  the  Blind. 

2.  Setting  up  of  bureau  of  information  and  industrial  aid, 

to  assist  the  blind  in  finding  employment  and  in 
teaching  them  home  industries. 

3.  Provision  of  industrial  training  and  setting  up  of  workshops. 

4.  Home  Visiting  and  Teaching. 

5.  Prevention  of  blindness. 

There  is  no  Blind  Relief  Law  in  operation  in  the  State  (1929). 


Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Indiana 

Board  of  Industrial  Aid  for  the  Blind,  Indianapolis  (having  similar  powers  to 
a  State  Commission)  Eor  duties  see  above. 

Indiana  School  for  the  Blind,  Indianapolis.  150  children. 

Pax  Publishing  Society,  Logansport.  (See  National  Agencies) 

Gospel  Trumpet  Company,  Anderson.  (See  National  Agencies) 


KENTUCKY 

1842  Private  School  for  Blind  Children  opened  in  Louisville,  and  adopted 

by  the  State  in  the  following  year.  School  is  in  the  hands  of  Board  of  five 
visitors,  and  is  related  to  the  State  Department  of  Education. 

1882  Kentucky  Manufacturing  Establishment  for  the  Blind  opened,  which 

admitted  about  35  men,  and  gave  great  importance  to  industrral  train**  .  It 
closed  down  about  12  years  later. 
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There  is  no  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  in  Kentucky  (1929) • 

There  is,  however,  a  State  Blind  Relief  Law,  which  was  passed  in  1924.  The 

following  are  among  the  provisions- 

1.  Blind  persons  who  receive  help  must  he  residents  of  the 

State  for  10  years  and  the  county  for  5  years. 

2.  Help  must  not  exceed  250  dollars  per  annum. 

3.  Awards  are  made  hy  the  county  judge,  and  the  eyesight  must 

he  tested  hy  the  county  physician. 

Institutions  and  Agenceis  for  the  Blind  in  Kentucky 
Kentucky  School  for  the  Blind,  Louisville.  150  children. 

Kentucky  Workshop  for  the  Adult  Blind,  Louisville.  30  workers. 

American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Louisville.  (See  Rational  .Agencies.) 


MICHIGAN 


Education  of  the  Blind  Child  is  compulsory. 


I865  Blind  admitted  to  the  School  for  the  Deaf  which  had  been  opened 

eleven  years  previously.  This  school  situated  at  Elint. 

1SS0  Michigan  School  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Lansing,  supervised  hy  the 

State  Department  of  Education  and  Charities. 


1912 


Day  school  opened  at  Detroit, 


1913  Home  for  Blind  Bahies  opened  at  Monroe,  Michigan,  as  a  branch  of 

the  International  Sunshine  Society.  Later  closed. 

Industrial  Training 

1903  Michigan  Employment  Institution  opened  at  Saginaw. 

There  is  no  State  Commission  or  any  Blind  Relief  Law  in  operation 
in  the  State. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in. ..Mi chi^an 
Michigan  School  for  the  Blind,  Lansing.  About  ISO  children. 

Classes  for  the  blind  in  the  public  schools,  Detroit. 

Detroit  League  for  the  Handicapped-provides  employment  and  recreational 

facilities  for  the  blind  as  well  as  for  other  physically  handicapped 

people. 

Association  for  the  Blind  and  for  Sight  Conservation,  Grand  Rapids. 

Bnployment  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Saginaw.  Gives  industrial  training  to 
men  and  women  between  the  ages  of  IS  and  60. 


Department  for  the  Blind,  Detroit , Public  Library. 
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OHIO 

Education  in  this  State  is  compulsory. 

1S37  Ohio  state  School  for  the  Blind  established  in  Columbus.  Governed 

by  State  Board  of  Administration,  and  inspected  by  the  Board  of  Charities.. 

Bay  schools  exist  at  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Toledo,  and  Youngstown. 
There  is  also  provision  for  assisting  blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher 
learning. 

There  is  a  State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  with  the  following  duties— 


1.  Registration 

2.  Bureau  of  information  and  industrial  aid 

3.  Visiting  of  the  aged  and  helpless  blind 

4.  Establishment  of  schools  and  workshops 
5»  Prevention  of  blindness 

The  Ohio  Blind  Relief  Law  is  specially  interesting  and  important, 
for  the  following  reasons- 


1.  Its  constitutionality  has  been  questioned,  on  the  ground 
that  it  contravenes  the  provision  of  the  constitution  whicn  prohibits  one 
appropriation  of  public  funds  for  private  purposes  (See  Blind  Relief  Laws  P.109) 

2.  The  efforts  made  to  improve  it  by  amendments. 


Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Onio 

1.  Ohio  State  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Columbus  (see  above). 

2.  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Columbus.  About  250  children. 

3.  Classes  for  the  blind  in  the  public  schools,  Cleveland. 

4.  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind  -  conducts  workshop,  home  teaching, 

vocational  placement  and  recreational  facilities.  (Headquarters  known 

as  tfGraselli  Eousen). 

5.  Cincinnati  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind-Promotes  interests  of 

the  blind,  conducts  prevention  of  blindness  work. 

6.  Also  local  associations  for  the  blind  conducting  vocational  and  recreational 

work  in  Dayton,  Toledo,  and  Youngstown. 

7.  Clovernook  Home  for  the  Blind,  Mt.  Healthy.  Provides  Home  and  occupation 

for  45  blind  women. 

S.  Department  for  the  Blind,  Cleveland  Public  Library. 

9.  Training  of  teachers  of  sight  saving  classes,  University  of  Cincinnati. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

1870  West  Virginia  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  established  at  Romney , 

under  the  State  Board  of  Regents,  which  has  charge  of  educational  establishments. 


s. 


t 


* 


4 


* 


'f 


22 


1926  West  Virginia  Schools  for  Colored  Deaf  and  Blind  established  at 

Institute. 


No  State  Commission  or  Blind  Relief  Law;, 

Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  West  Virginia 

West  Virginia  Schools  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Romney.  About  100  blind  pupils. 

West  Virginia  Schools  for  Colored  Deaf  and  Blind,  Institute. 

WISCONSIN 

ISU9  Wisconsin  School  for  the  Blind  established  at  Janesville.  Directed 

by  State  Board  of  Control. 

1907  Day  school  founded  at  Milwaukee. 

1909  Day  school  founded  at  Racine. 

Provision  made  for  assisting  blind  student-s  in  institutions  of 
higher  learning. 

Education  of  blind  children  is  compulsory. 

t 

1903  Workshop  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Milwaukee  under  State  management. 

I925  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  set  up  for  the  following  purposes# 

Visiting  adult  blind  in  their  homes. 

Registration  of  the  blind  in  tne  state. 

Establishment  of  employment  agency. 

Establishment  of  schools  for  industrial  training. 

Provision  of  materials  for  Handicrafts  at  cost  price. 

Prevention  of  blindness. 

Blind  Relief  is  given  (maximum  amount  JoO  dollars  per  year)  to  those 
whose  total  income  from  other  sources  is  less  than  460  dollars  per  annum,  ihe 
law  was  first  passed  in  its  original  form  in  1907  and  has  been  variously  amended 
is  carefully  administered  and  controlleo.,  so  thougn  generous  is  nou 

recklessly  disbursed. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  tne  Blind  in  Wisconsin 
State  .Agency  for  the  Blind,  Janesville. 

Wisconsin  School  for  the  Blind,  Janesville.  Aoout  I50  children. 

Workshop  for  the  Blind,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  Under  supervision  of  Wisconsin 
School  for  the  Blind.  About  35  men» 

Relief  for  the  Needy  Blind.  See  above. 
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NORTH  WESTERN  CENTRAL  STATES 


NORTH  DAKOTA 

190S  School  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Bathgate.  Previously  "blind  children 

had  teen  sent  outside  the  State  to  schools  in  South  Dakota  and  Minnesota. 

School  is  under  the  State  Board  of  Control  and  attendance  is  compulsory. 

No  State  Commission  and  no  Blind  Relief  Laws  (1929). 

Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  North  Dakota 

State  School  for  the  Blind,  Bathgate.  About  3O-U0  pupils. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

1899  South  Dakota  School  for  the  Blind  opened  at  G-ary.  Hitherto  blind 

children  in  the  State  had  been  sent  to  other  states  for  their  education. 

Education  of  the  blind  is  compulsory. 

There  is  no  State  Commission  and  no  Blind  Relief  Laws  (1929)* 
Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  Soutn  Dakota 

School  for  the  Blind,  Gaiy*  Pupils  may  be  admitted  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21 
Accomodation  for  50  pupils. 

IOWA 


Education  of  the  blind  is  compulsory. 

1SS2  Private  school  for  the  Blind  opened  and  taken  over  By  the  State  in 

the  following  year,  and  removed  to  Tinton  in  1So2.  Iowa  College  for  the  Blind 
is  controlled  by  the  State  Board  of  jihucation. 

Provision  made  for  assisting  blind  students  in  institutions  of 
higher  learning. 

The  Iowa  Commission  for  the  Blind  was  formed  in  1925*  and  has  the 

following  duties- 

1.  Registration. 

2.  Bureau  of  information. 

3.  Promotion  of  home  teaching. 

4.  Prevention  of  blindness. 

5.  Promotion  of  training  and  establishment  of  worksnops 

where  necessary. 

6.  Discouragement  of  begging. 

1915  Blind  Relief  Law  passed  (See  Blind  Relief  Laws,  page  59) 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the. Blind  in  Iowa 
Iowa  State  Commission  for  the  Blind.  See  above. 

Iowa  School  for  the  Blind,  Vinton.  About  130  children. 
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Home  for  Sightless  Women,  Des  Moines, 

Relief  for  the  Needy  Blind,  See  Above 
KANSAS 

Education  of  the  blind  is  compulsory. 

1864  Private  school  for  the  blind  started,  and  taken  over  by  the  State 
three  years  later. 

Provision  is  made  for  assisting  blind  students  in  institutions  of 
higher  learning, 

No  State  Commission  (1929). 

State  Blind  Relief  Law  since  1911.  It  includes  the  blind  in  a  law 
for  the  crippled,  and  is  permissive  and  not  mandatory.  Awards  over  25  dollars 
per  month  made  by  vote  of  the  people. 

Institutions  and.  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Kansas 

School  for  the  Blind,  Kansas  City.  About  120  pupils. 

Relief  for  the  Needy  Blind,  Kansas.  See  above. 

State  Aid  for  Blind  Infants. 

MINNESOTA 


Education  is  compulsory. 

I863  Joint  School  for  the  deaf  and  blind  opened  at  Earibault. 

1866  Minnesota  School  for  tfye  Blind  established,  directed  by  the  State 

Board  of  Control. 

Day  schools  for  the  blind  are  also  authorised  and  provision  is  made 
for  higher  education. 

There  is  a  State  Commission,  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  Co-operation  with  State  and  local  agencies  for  the  blind. 

2.  Collection  of  statistics  relating  to  the  blind. 

3.  Special  attention  to  be  given  to  those  who  should  be 

receiving  education  or  industrial  training. 

4.  Home  instruction  and  training  to  be  given,  help  with 

tools  and  materials,  assistance  in  marketing  goods. 

5.  Prevention  of  blindness. 

6.  Administration  of  Blind  Relief  (pensions). 

1921  Bill  passed  granting  pensions  to  blind  persons  of  limited  means. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Minnesota 

Department  of  Public  Institution.  Division  for  the  Blind  (State  Commission, 
for  details  see  above). 
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Minnesota  School  for  the  Blind,  Faribault,  About  125  children. 

Classes  for  the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools,  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  St.  Cloud 
and  Duluth, 

State  and  County  Agency  for  the  Blind,  Duluth.  Managed  by  the  State  Board  of 
Control  and  the  St.  Louis  County  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Minneapolis  Society  for  the  Blind.  Runs  a  workshop,  and  carries  on  recreational 
and  employment  work. 

Mutual  Aid  Blind  Association,  St.  Paul,  -  Workshop,  recreational  activities  and 
rehabilitation  of  adult  blind. 

The  Lighthouse,  Duluth.  Workshop  fox*  the  Blind. 

MISSOURI 

1851  Missouri  School  for  the  Blind  established  at  St.  Louis;  it  is  under  a 

board  of  managers,  and  is  visited  by  the  State  Board  of  Charities  and  Correction 

Provision  is  made  for  Assistance  to  students  in  institutions  of 
higher  education. 

I860  Braille  system  was  introduced  into  the  Missouri  School. 

Home  Teaching  of  the  Adult  Blind  is  directed  by  the  State  Commission, 
and  there  are  several  workshops  also  so  directed. 

Since  1921  a  law  has  been  in  force  granting  pensions  of  25  dollars 
monthly  to  persons  of  limited  income.  Those  who  publicly  solicit  alms  are 
debarred  from  receiving  help*  See  account  of  the  law  under  nBlind  Relief  Laws^ 
page  77. 

1915  Missouri  Commission  for  the  Blind  appointed,  with  the  following  duties 

1.  Register. 

2.  Prevention  and  cure  of  blindness. 

3.  Maintenance  of  workshops. 

4.  Sale  of  blind  products, 

5.  Encouragement  of  home  industries. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Missouri 

Missouri  Commission  for  the  Blind,  St.  Louis.  See  aoove. 

Missouri  School  for  the  Blind,  St.  Louis.  120  pupils  from  6  to  21. 

Central  Missouri  Association  for  the  Blind,  Jefferson  City. 

Blind  Girls*  Home,  St.  Louis.  To  provide  a  Home  for  women  unable  to  support 
themselves.  40  inmates. 

Joplin  Association  for  the  Blind* 

Kansas  City  Association  for  the  Blind. 
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St.  Louis  Society  for  the  Blind. 

South  Central  Missouri  Association  for  the  Blind,  Springfield. 

Southeast  Missouri  Association  for  the  Blind,  Cape  Girardeau. 

Northwest  Association  for  the  Blind,  St.  Joseph.  To  teach  the  "blind  useful 
trades. 

Department  for  the  Blind,  St.  Louis  Public  Library. 

Provision  for  State  assistance  to  blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher 
education. 


NEBRASKA 

1875  Nebraska  School  for  the  Blind  founded  in  Nebraska  City;  governed  by 

the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  State  Institutions.  About  60-70  children. 


State  Commission  for  the  Blind  set  up  with  following  objects- 

1.  Register  of  the  blind  in  the  State. 

2.  Provision  of  Home  Teaching  for  those  who  cannot  go  to  the 

Nebraska  School. 

3.  Assistance  of  blind  people  in  finding  work,  and  help  in 

selling  their  goods. 

4.  Prevention  of  blindness. 


The  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  has  been  quiescent  for  several 
years  owing  to  lack  of  funds. 

1917  Blind  Relief  Law  passed,  hut  only  a  few  of  the  counties  in  the  State 

seem  to  have  taken  advantage  of  it,  as  it  is  permissive  and  not  mandatory. 

(See  "Blind  Relief  Laws"  page  86). 


Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Nebraska 
Nebraska  School  for  the  Blind,  Nebraska  City. 


Relief  for  the  Needy  Blind.  See  above. 

Christian  Record  Publishing  Co.,  College  View,  -  publishes  magazine  under 

auspices  of  Seventh  Day  Adventists  sent  free  upon  application  to  blind 

readers  in  the  U.S. 
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SOUTH  EASTERN  CENTRAL  STATES 


1S67  Blind  admitted  to  the  School  for  the  Deaf. 

1SSS  School  for  the  Blind  established,  at  Talladega.  Aoout  120  children. 

1S91  School  for  the  Negro  Blind  and  Deaf  established.  All  these  schools 

are  controlled  by  a  single  board  of  trustees,  including  the  Governor  of  the 
State,  and- the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

1927  State  Commission  set  up  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  To  prepare  a  register. 

2.  To  maintain  a  bureau  of  information,  in  order  to  help  the 

blind  to  find  employment  and  to  encourage  home 
industries. 

3*  To  establish  a  Home  Teaching  service. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Alabama__ 

State  Board  of  Education,  Service  for  the  Blind,  Montgomery.  (This  is  the  State 
Commission) 

Alabama  School  for  the  Blind,  Talladega. 


Alabama  School  for  the  Negro  Deaf  and  Blind,  Talladega. 

Alabama  Association  for  the  Blind,  Birmingham.  Maintains  a  workshop  for  about 
15  men. 


MISSISSIPPI  ' 

Mississippi  Institute  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Jackson;  is  governed 
by  trusteet  1'omodaLn  for  about  S0-90  pupils.  Limited  to  the  white  blind. 

I92S  State  Commission  created,  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  Registration.  . 

2.  Bureau  of  information  and  industrial  aid. 

3.  Development  of  Home  industries. 

4.  Prevention  of  blindness. 


Piney  Woods  Country  Life  School,  Department  for  the  Blind,  Piney 
Woods.  (This  is  a  school  for  seeing  colored  children). 

Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Mississippi 

Mississippi  School  for  the  Blind,  Jackson, 

Mississippi  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Jackson. 

Piney  Woods  Country  Life  School,  Piney  Woods. 
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TENNESSEE 


1843  School  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Nashville  and  taken  over  by  the  State 

two  years  later. 

1917  State  Commission  set  up*  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  Registration. 

2.  Bureau  of  information  and  industrial  aid. 

3-  Establishment  of  training  centre  and  workshop. 

4.  Visiting  of  the  aged  and  helpless  blind  in  their  homes. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Tennessee 

Tennessee  Commission  for  the  Blind,  Nashville.  (See  above) 

Tennessee  School  for  the  Blind,  Nashville.  (Two  departments  for  white  and 
colored  children  respectively)  160  white  children,  negroes. 

Home  for  Blind  Girls,  Nashville.  Accomodates  28  girls  and  women. 

The  Seeing  E^e,  Nashville-Society  organized  to  train  and  supply  guide  dogs  to 
the  blind  of  the  U.S.  (See  National  Agencies). 
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I860  Private  school  opened  for  the  "blind. 

1368  School  taken  over  "by  the  State  and  removed  to  Little  Hock.  Children 

are  admitted  between  the  ages  of  6  and  26. 

There  is  no  State  Commission  (1929)  and  no  Blind  Belief  Law. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  in  Arkansas. 

Arkansas  School  for  the  Blind,  Little  Hock. 

Arkansas  State  Association  for  the  Blind.  Connected  with  the  School  for  the 
Blind. 

LOUISIANA 

1356  Department  for  the  Blind  opened  in  the  State  Deaf  School  at  Baton 

Houge . 

1888  Separate  School  for  the  Blind  opened,  under  the  care  of  seven 

trustees,  including  the  Governor.  80  children. 

1922  Louisiana  State  School  for  the  Negro  Blind  opened  -  23  children. 

1928  State  Board  for  the  Blind  set  up  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  To  act  as  bureau  of  information  and  industrial  aid 

2.  To  assist  the  needy  blind  by  means  of  pensions,  if  over 

60  years  of  age,  and  unemployable 
3«  To  compile  a  Hegister 

4.  To  help  the  blind  to  market  their  goods 

5.  To  promote  home  visiting 

6.  To  promote  the  prevention  of  blindness 

7.  To  provide  vocational  training  when  needed 

8.  To  discourage  begging 

The  State  Board,  or  Commission,  thus  provides  for  a  blind  Belief 
Law  in  this  State. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Louisiana, 

Louisiana  State  Board  for  the  Blind,  Baton  Houge.  (See  above). 

Louisiana  School  for  the  Blind,  Baton  Houge. 

State  School  for  the  Negro  Blind,  Scotlandville. 

The  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  of  New  Orleans  (formerly  Louisiana  Commission 
for  the  Blind).  A  privately  supported  organization  for  the  blind, 
serving  principally  New  Orleans. 
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OKLAHOMA. 

Education  of  the  Blind  is  compulsory. 

1897  Private  School  opened  and  granted  State  aid. 

1907  School  taken  over  hy  the  State. 

I913  School  removed  to  Muskogee. 

1909  Industrial  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  Colored  Children  of  the 

State  opened  at  Taft. 

1919  State  Commission  set  up  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  To  secure  information  relating  to  the  adult  blind 

2.  To  obtain  employment  for  them 

3.  A  field  worker  to  be  appointed  to  carry  out  these  duties 

on  behalf  of  the  Commission 

There  was  no  State  Relief  Law  in  1929. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Oklahoma 

Oklahoma  Commission  for  the  Adult  Blind,  Oklahoma  City.  (See  above) 

Oklahoma  School  for  the  Blind,  Muskogee.  130  children. 

The  Institute  for  the  .Colored  Deaf,  Blind  and  Orphans,  Taft. 

TEXAS 

I856  School  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Austin* 

1887  School  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb,  and  Blind  Colored  children  opened  also 

at  Austin. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Texas 
School  for  the  Blind,  Austin.  About  220  children. 

Institute  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind  Colored  Youth.  About  90  blind  pupils. 


Ho  State  Commission,  workshop,  or  Blind  Relief  Law  in  the  State. 
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ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  STATES 


I8S3  Department  for  blind  opened  in  the  School  for  the  Deaf. 

I9H  Home  Teaching  of  the  Adult  Blind  placed  under  the  State  School  and 

Workshop. 

I925  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  created,  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  Education,  vocational  training,  and  employment  of  the  Blind. 

2.  Control  of  the  Industrial  Workshop  for  the  Blind. 

3.  Relief  of  the  unemployable  blind  over  40  years  of  age  under 

certain  conditions. 

1918  Blind  Relief  Law  had  been  passed  in  Colorado  "in  many  respects  the 

most  satisfactoiy  act  of  its  kind  upon  the  statute  books  of  any  state”  at  that 
time.  (See  Blind  Relief  Laws,  page  45).  It  had  however  certain  defects  which 
resulted  in  over-liberal  granting  of  relief  and  when  the  State  Commission  took 
over  the  work  in  1925 ,  the  Blind  Relief  Law  was  entirely  re-written,  and 
drastically  revised.  The  new  law,  which  was  further  slightly  amended  in  1927, 
is  administered  by  the  State  Commission  and  is  more  in  keeping  with  general 
poor  law  conceptions.  The  expense  of  blind  relief  is  equally  divided  between 
state  and  counties. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Colorado 

State  Commission  for  the  Blind.  Has  workshop  employing  about  26  blind  men, 
and  with  out-workers  employs  about  50  persons. 

Colorado  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Colorado  Springs.  70  children. 

Relief  of  the  Needy  Blind  -  gives  grants  to  persons  over  40  and  pays  for 
training  for  those  under  that  age. 

Provision  made  for  assisting  blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher  education. 
MONTANA 


Education  of  the  blind  is  compulsory. 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  a  school  in  the  State,  blind  children 
were  sent  to  other  states  to  be  educated. 

IS93  Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  opened  at  Boulder,  under  the 

State  Board  of  Education. 

There  is  no  Blind  Relief  Law  in  the  State,  and  no  State  Commission 

0929). 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Montana 

Montana  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Boulder,  The  care  of  the  feeble-minded 
is  also  entrusted  to  this  Institution.  There  are  25  blind  children  in 
the  school. 


=3= 


» 


H 


kx 


■ 


I 


V 


rar  Mexico 


32 


Education  of  the  "blind  is  compulsory. 

1903  Hew  Mexico  Institute  for  the  Blind  opened  at  Santa  Fe,  and  removed 
a  few  years  later  to  Alamogordo.  Children  taken  between  the  ages  of  5  and  21. 
About  S0-90  pupils. 

Ho  State  Commission  or  Blind  Relief  Laws. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  In  Hew  Mexico 

Hew  Mexico  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Alamogordo.  (See  above) 


WIOMIlTGr 


1S86  Since  this  date  blind  children  in  the  State  have  been  sent  for  their 

education  to  blind  Institutions  outside  the  State  itself.  The  age  limit  is 
21,  except  in  special  cases. 

In  1929?  a  law  was  passed,  providing  for  a  State  Field  Agent  for 
the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind,  among  whose  duties  were  investigation  of  cases  of 
blindness  and  provision  of  education  and  industrial  training  wherever 
practicable.  Wyoming  is  a  very  sparsely  settled  state;  (having  an  area  three 
times  as  great  as  Ireland  and  a  population  of  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  million) 
hence  this  arrangement  is  more  reasonable  than  it  would  seem). 
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PLATEAU  STATES 


Since  1891»  the  State  has  concerned  itself  with  the  education  of 
its  "blind  children,  and  made  arrangements  for  them  to  he  received  in  schools 
outside  the  State,  until  the  establishment  of  its  own  School  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind  in  Tucson,  where  16  blind  children  are  received# 

IDAHO 


Education  of  the  Blind  is  compulsory. 

Prior  to  1906,  children  were  sent  out  of  the  State  to  be  educated 
but  in  that  year  a  school  for  blind  children  was  opened  and  is  now  at  Oooding. 
There  is  accomodation  for  25  blind  children  as  well  as  for  deaf  pupils. 

1917  A  Blind  Relief  Law  was  passed  by  this  State,  and  amended  in  1921. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Idaho 

Idaho  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Gooding. 

Relief  for  the  Needy  Blind.  (See  above) 

NEVADA 

Since  I869  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  education  of  blind 
children  in  the  schools  of  neighbouring  states. 

1925  Blind  Relief  Law  passed,  allowing  maximum  pension  of  25  dollars 

monthly. 

I929  Law  amended  increasing  maximum  pension  to  50  dollars  monthly. 

Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Nevada 
Relief  for  the  Needy  Blind.  (See  above) 

There  are  no  organizations  for  the  blind  in  the  State. 

UTAH 

Education  of  the  blind  is  compulsory. 

I896  Department  for  the  blind  opened  in  the  State  School  for  the  Deaf  at 

Ogden.  Controlled  by  trustees.  32  blind  pupils. 

1917  State  Commission  appointed,  with  the  following  duties- 

1.  Keeping  of  Register 

2.  Establishment  of  workshops  and  provision  of  tools. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Utah 

Utah  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Ogden. 

Utah  Circulating  Library  for  the  Blind,  Sale  Lake  City. 

Utah  Commission  for  the  Adult  Blind,  Sal©  Lake  City. 
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PAG  UTIC  STATES 

CALIFORNIA 

Education  of  the  "blind  is  compulsory. 

1S60  California  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  established,  and  moved  ; 

six  years  later  to  Berkeley.  School  for  the  Blind  separated  from  the  School 
for  the  Deaf  1921. 

1916  Day  School  for  the  blind  opened  at  Los  Angeles. 

Provision  is  made  for  assistance  to  blind  students  in  institutions 
of  higher  education. 

I885  California  Industrial  Home  of  Mechanical  Trades  for  the  Adult  Blind 

opened.  This  is  the  first  public  measure  establishing  a  workshop,  and  it 
continues  today,  supported  by  the  State. 

1919  Blind  Relief  Law  passed  in  the  State,  closely  resembling  that  passed 

in  Ohio.  The  maximum  annual  amount  receivable  was  180  dollars.  This  law  was 
radically  amended  in  1929  dividing  the  financial  burden  between  county  and 
state,  and  increasing  allowances  to  a  maximum  of  600  dollars  per  annum. 

Agencies  and  Institutions  for  the  Blind  in  California 

California  School  for  the  Blind,  Berkeley.  100  pupils. 

Classes  for  the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools,  Los  Angeles. 

San  Francisco  Association  for  the  Blind- employing  about  150  blind  workers  in 
its  shop. 

Southern  California  Association  for  .the  Blind,  Los  Angeles. 

State  Home  Teachers  of  the  Blind-  2  Home  Teachers  employed  by  State  Library 
to  teach  the  blind  to  read  in  their  own  homes. 

Industrial  Home  of  Mechanical  Trades,  Oakland  -  teaches  trades,  and  can  take 
l40  pupils. 

Department  for  the  Blind,  California  State  Library,  Sacramento. 

California  Society  for  the  Blind,  Los  Angeles. 

American  Brotherhood  and  Free  Reading  for  the  Blind,  Hollywood.  See  National 
Agencies. 

State  assistance  provided  for  blind  students  in  institutions  of  higher  education. 
Relief  for  the  Needy  Blind. 


Theosophical  Book  Association  for  the  Blind,  Hollywood.  See  National  Agencies. 
Universal  Braille  Press,  Los  Angeles.  See  National  Agencies. 
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OREGON 

Education  of  the  blind  i&  compulsory . 

1873  State  School  for  the  Blind  founded  at  Salem.  Directed  by  the  State 
Board  of  Control. 

Provision  made  for  assistance  to  blind  students  in  institutions  of 
higher  education. 

There  is  no  State  Commission  and  no  Blind  Relief  Law  in  the  State. 
Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Oregon 
Oregon  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Salem,  About  40-50  pupils. 

Oregon  Employment  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Portland,  Workshop  employing 

about  50-60  persons,  engaged  in  the  usual  blind  trades, 

\ 

WASHINGTON 

1886  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  opened  at  Vancouver. 

1913  Washington  State  School  for  the  Blind  -  offshoot  of  the  School  for 

the  Deaf,  opened  under  state  control.  About  70-60  pupils. 

Education  of  blind  is  compulsory. 

Institutions  and  Agencies  for  the  Blind  in  Washington 

Washington  State  School  for  the  Blind,  Vancouver. 

Classes  for  the  Blind  in  the  Public  Schools,  Seattle. 

Lighthouse  for  the  Blind,  Seattle. 

Department  for  the  Blind,  Seattle.  Public  Library. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

Boston  Nursery  for  Blind  Babies,  Boston.  Provides  a  home  and  hospital 
care  for  blind  children  under  seven  years  of  age. 

National  Braille  Press,  Inc.,  Boston.  Publishes  a  braille  weekly  in 
grade  one  and  a  half. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA 

Ejye  Sight  Conservation  Council  of  America,  Inc.,  Washington,  D.C. 
Organized  for  the  purpose  of  arousing  greater  interest  in,  and  an 
appreciation  of,  the  importance  of  eye  hygiene  and  the  care  of  the 
eyes;  of  disseminating  knowledge  pertaining  to  the  prevalence  and 
need  of  correcting  visual  defects,  the  urgency  of  suitable 
protection  of  eyes  against  hazards  in  various  occupations  and  the 
importance  of  proper  illumination  in  homes,  schools  and  industry; 
the  compilation  of  data,  publication  and  circulation  of  literature 
on  all  phases  of  eye  sight  conservation. 

Hand-Transcribing  of  Braille  Books  (American  National  Red  Cross) , 
Library  of  Congress,  Service  for  the  Blind,  Washington,  D.C. 

Provides  reading  matter  for  blinded  soldiers  and  civilians,  and 
supplements  press— made  books  by  transcribing  single  copies  and  by 
developing  the  Garin  process  so  as  to  produce  duplication  of  copies. 
Also  copies  additional  material  for  students  and  other  individuals. 

Library  of  Congress,  Service  for  the  Blind,  Washington,  D.C.  Provides 
a  national  library  service  by  maintaining  a  collection  of  embossed 
books  and  loaning  these  locally  and  throughout  the  United  States 
where  needed;  maintains  an  international  service  as  to  all  matters 
affecting  the  welfare  and  particularly  the  education  of  the  blind; 
and  promotes  the  production  of  braille  books  by  institutions, 
foundations  and  volunteers. 

National  Library  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  Washington,  D.C.  Furnishes  books 
for  blind  readers,  in  embossed  types. 

NEW  YORK 

American  Bible  Society,  Inc.,  New  York.  Offers  embossed  Scriptures 
in  six  systems  of  English,  and  ten  foreign  languages,  at  special 
prices  to  blind  individuals,  and  to  lending  libraries  and  reading 
rooms  serving  the  blind;  and  sells  them  at  cost  price  to  societies 
and  other  trade.  Free  Bibles  are  availaole  upon  application  to 
those  unable  to  pay  for  them. 

American  Braille  Press,  New  Y0rk  City.  Produces  and  distributes  books, 
periodicals  and  music  in  embossed  print  for  the  blind  including  the 
publishing  of  foreign  language  magazines  for  the  blind.  (Office 
only  in  New  York;  press  in  Paris.) 
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American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  New  York  City.  A  national 
organization,  the  purposes  of  which  are  to  collect  and  disseminate 
information  regarding  all  phases  of  work  for  the  "blind;  to  promote 
State  and  Federal  legislation  in  behalf  of  those  without  sight;  to 
arrange  for  the  establishment  of  needed  agencies  for  the  blind 
throughout  the  country;  and  to  assist  in  increasing  the  efficiency 
of  work  for  the  blind  in  all  particulars. 

Among  the  activities  of  the  Foundation  are: 

1.  A  mechanical  research  department  for  the  development  of  improved 
appliances  for  the  blind. 

2.  An  educational  research  department  for  the  study  of  ways  of 
improving  the  methods  of  teaching  the  blind.  This  department 
cooperates  with  Perkins  Institution  in  the  conduct  of  experi¬ 
mental  and  demonstration  work  at  Watertown,  Massachusetts. 

3.  Publication  of  the  ’’Outlook  for  the  Blind0  (inkprint)  and 
nThe  Teachers  Forum”  (inkprint  and  braille.) 

4.  Maintenance  of  a  reference  library  on  work  for  the  blind. 

5.  Investigations  of  promising  occupations  for  the  blind  and 
dissemination  of  vocational  information. 

Dyker  Heights  Home  for  Blind  Children,  Inc.,  Dyker  Heights,  Brooklyn. 
Provides  care  and  education  for  young  blind  children,  and  carries 
on  follow-up  work  for  those  who  have  left  the  Home. 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness,  Inc.,  New  York  City. 
Its  purposes  are  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  preventable  blindness 
and  impairment  of  vision,  and  to  advocate  such  measures,  in 
cooperation  with  the  medical  professions,  as  may  eliminate  such 
causes  and  promote  in  every  way  the  conservation  of  vision  throughout 
the  United  States;  to  act  as  a  bureau  of  information,  collecting 
and  imparting  information,  and  endeavoring,  through  cooperation  with 
official  and  volunteer  agencies,  through  legislative  measures,  by 
the  preparation  and  distribution  of  publications,  lectures,  exhibits, 
etc.  to  create  and  arouse  an  active  public  interest  in  support  of 
its  objects. 

Xavier  Free  Publication  Society  for  the  Blind,  New  York  City. 

Disseminates  Catholic  literature  among  the  blind  and  furnishes  to 
all  libraries  for  the  blind  copies  of  its  publications  in  New  York 
Point  and  braille. 

Matilda  Ziegler  Publishing  Company,  Inc.,  Monsey.  Publishes  and  sends 
free  to  the  blind  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  a  monthly  magazine 
containing  current  news  items,  fiction,  and  other  matter  similar  to 
that  in  current  inkprint  magazines.  Printed  in  both  New  York  Point 
and  braille  grade  one  and  a  half. 

NEW  JERSEY 


Arthur  Sunshine  Home  and  Kindergarten  for  Blind  Babies,  Summit. 

Provides  a  home  and  kindergarten  training  for  young  blind  children. 
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ILLINOIS 


Hadley  Correspondence  School  for  the  Blind,  Inc.  Winnetka.  It  affords 
courses  of  instruction  hy  correspondence  to  the  “blind  who  have 
learned  to  read,  who  wish  ito  continute  to  study,  and  who  are  unable 
to  attend  higher  schools;  and  it  teaches  those  to  read  who  have 
not  learned. 

Illinois  School  for  the  Blind,  Printing  Department,  Jacksonville, 
Purpose  is  to  print  braille  music. 


INDIANA. 


Gospel  Trumpet  Company,  Inc.,  Anderson.  Publishes  religious  literature 
and  furnishes  free  Sunday  School  Literature  in  braille  and  New  York 
Point  to  blind  people  through  the  Sunday  School  Foundation  for  the 
Blind. 

Pax  Publishing  Society,  Logansport.  Embosses  educational  books  for 
the  blind  in  revised  braille. 

Sunday  School  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Anderson.  Furnishes  free 

Sunday  School  Literature  to  blind  people  in  braille  and  New  York  Point. 

KENTUCKY 


American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Louisville.  Prints  books  and 
magazines  for  blind  readers,  in  braille  grade  one  and  a  half. 

Books  produced  from  national  grant  are  divided  upon  a  per  capita 
basis  to  all  residential  schools  and  public  school  classes  for  the 
blind  of  the  country. 

NEBRASKA 

Christian  Record  Publishing  Company,  College-  View*  Publishes  the 

Christian  Record,  a  monthly  journal  for  the  blind  in  braille  grade 
One  and  a  Half  and  New  York  Point,  and  distributes  a  free  circulating 
library. 

TENNESSEE 


The  Seeing  Eye,  Nashville.  An  organization  sponsoring  the  training 
and  selling  at  cost  of  guide  dogs  for  the  blind'. 

CALIFORNIA 


American  Brotherhood  and  Free  Reading  for  the  Blind,  Inc.  Hollywood. 
Publishes  good  fiction  and  books  on  scientific  subjects,  literature 
or  whatever  may  be  in  greatest  demand,  and  donates  them  to  public 
libraries  and  schools  for  the  Blind. 

Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.,  Los  Angeles.  A  nation-wide,  non¬ 
profit  making,  non-sectarian  corporation  designed  to  promote  the 
literary  welfare  of  the  blind  by  printing  braille  literature  and 
furnishing  it  free  and  otherwise  to  the  blind  and  to  libraries 
conducting  loan  departments  of  books  for  the  blind. 
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National  Transcribers  Society,  Santa  Cruz*  Its  purpose  is  to  transcribe 
Into  braille  grade  One  aM  a  Half  the  King  James  version  of  th« 

Bible  and  present  copies  to  state  libraries  throughout  the  country. 
Work  being  done  by  blind  persons. 

Universal  Braille  Press,  Los  Angeles.  Prints  all  kinds  of  good 
literature  in  braille  grade  one  and  a  half. 


HEADQUARTERS  VARIANT 

American  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind.  Meets  biennially 
(even  years)  at  various  schools  on  invitation.  Its  purposes  are 
to  consider  all  problems  relating  to  the  education  of  the  blind 
and  to  foster  and  promote  all  movements  having  as  their  aim  the 
improvement  of  the  means  of  such  education. 

American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind.  Meets  biennially  (odd 
years)  in  different  localities.  Its  purpose  is  to  bring  about  the 
union  of  blind  and  seeing  workers  actively  engaged  in  work  for  the 
blind,  whose  aim  it  is  to  advance  the  general  cause  of  those  without 
sight. 

International  Organization  of  Supervisors  and  Teachers  of  Sight-Saving 
Classes.  It  aims  to  promote  the  general  educational  welfare  of 
instruction  and  supervision  in  the  field  of  sight-saving  classes; 
to  approve  pedagogical  material  to  be  used  in  sight-saving  classes; 
to  provide  a  medium  of  exchange  for  professional  ideas;  to  make 
constructive  studies  in  the  appeal  of  sight-saving  classes;  and 
to  cooperate  with  educational  and  health  associations  and  the 
medical  professions  in  furthering  interest  of  sight-saving  class 
work. 

National  Council  of  Jewish  Women,  Committee  on  Work  for  the  Blind  and 
Sight  Conservation.  Its  purposes  are  to  bring  about  a  better 
understanding  of  the  blind;  to  put  greater  happiness  into  the 
lives  of  those  who  have  lost  their  sight,  and  to  conserve  vision 
through  preventive  work. 
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